
JOIN US ON PILGRIMAGE TO MEXICO

$2500.00, air- inclusive from MSP/ORD
MARCH 18-26, 2022

prorome
The Chesterton Schools Network

Pilgrimage to Mexico

For more information or to register please visit prorometours.com/mexico/
or contact Joe Long at jlong@prorome.com or at (434) 953 1112



Friday, March 18
Arrival and Welcome
Today we depart for Mexico! The group coming from 
Chicago will depart on United Airlines flight 359 at 
9:03 AM, with scheduled arrival in Mexico City at 
12:35 PM. The group coming from Minneapolis will 
depart on American Airlines flight 1395 at 6:35 AM 
for Dallas Fort Worth, and after a brief layover will 
board American Airlines flight 2350 and depart for 
Mexico City 12:55 PM. Scheduled arrival is at 2:30 PM.

Upon arrival our guides and private coaches will meet 
us at the airport and bring us directly to our four-star 
hotel in the heart of the city, the Hotel Royal Reforma. 
After checking in we’ll enjoy a light snack followed by 
an introduction and presentation of the Mexican staff 
and our tour guide team! We’ll then have a group 
Mass together at a nearby church followed by dinner 
together at the hotel.

Following breakfast we will depart for the Shrine of 
our Lady of Guadalupe.

Saturday, March 19 
Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe and Teotihuacan
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THE ITINERARY

Following breakfast we’ll check out of our hotel 
and drive towards the State of Tlaxcala. One the 
way there we will stop to visit the beautiful 
Basilica of Our Lady of Ocotlán, and admire the 
miraculous and perfectly preserved Image of Our 
Lady. The Image was found in a burned Ocote 
tree, after she appeared to the visionary Juan 
Diego Bernardino in 1541. Here we will celebrate 
Mass and have time for collecting the famous 
healing water from the well. We will then have 

Monday, March 21
Cholula - Acatepec - Puebla

Tuesday, March 22
Ocotlan - Tlaxcala - Pachuca

Following breakfast we will check out from our 
hotel in Mexico City and will drive to the State of 
Puebla. On the way there we will stop in Cholula 
and visit two of the most magnificent churches 
found anywhere in Mexico: Santa Maria 
Tonanzintla and San Francisco Acatepec. We’ll 
also visit the beautiful church of Nuestra Señora 
de los Remedios which has been built on the top of 
a former pyramid.

After lunch we will visit the incredible Spanish 
baroque Rosary Chapel, found within the great 
church of Santo Domingo, and once regarded as 
the “Eighth Wonder of the World.” Here we will say 
a rosary and celebrate Mass. We’ll then explore 
the historical center of Cholula.

After our time in Cholula we’re off to Puebla, 
known for its magnificent ceramic art crafts 
called Talavera and its sweets. Here we will 
have time to stroll around the colorful market 
and buy souvenirs. We will finish our sightseeing 
tour with the Church of St. Francis of Assisi where 
we view the uncorrupted body of Blessed 
Sebastian de Aparicio, a famous local figure 
through whose intercessory prayers many 
miracles have been reported. We’ll then check 
into the three star Hotel Colonial. Dinner and 
overnight in Puebla.

Sunday, March 20
The Best of Mexico City
Today begins with Sunday Mass, church TBD. We 
will then depart on a privately-chartered 
double-decker bus that will take us through the 
most interesting and beautiful parts of Mexico 
City, such as Coyoacan, the Historical Center, the 
Metropolitan Cathedral, the Templo Mayor, the 
National Palace and the Palais of Fine Arts. We 
will drive along Reforma Avenue, Chapultepec 
Park with its Museums and Polanco Area. Around 

Here we will visit the old and the new basilicas 
dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe, and also 
have the opportunity to venerate Juan Diego’s 
Tilma and enter deeply into the story and beauti-
ful mystery of Our Lady of Guadaulpe. While here 
we celebrate Mass and pray a Holy Hour.

History of Our Lady of Guadalupe: When Our Lady 
of Guadalupe appeared to St. Juan Diego Cuauht-
latoatzin, she told him to build a church at that 
site. When Juan Diego spoke to the Spanish 
bishop, the bishop did not believe him, asking for 
a miraculous sign. Although it was winter, the 
Virgin told Juan Diego to gather flowers, and 
Spanish roses bloomed right at his feet. When 
Juan Diego presented these to the bishop, the 
roses fell from his apron (the Tilma) and an icon of 
the Virgin was imprinted miraculously on the 
natives’ tilma, a poor quality cactus-cloth, which 
should have deteriorated in 20 years but shows no 
sign of decay 485 years later. The bishop ordered a 
church built at once, dedicated to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. From the 16th century to now, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe has been honored by 25 Popes. 
“Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that 
sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I 
not here, who am your Mother? Are you not under 
my protection? Am I not your health? Are you not 
happily within my fold? What else do you wish? Do 
not grieve nor be disturbed by anything.” (Words 
of Our Lady to Juan Diego)

Following Mass and lunch we will depart for the 
ancient city of Teotihuacan, the archeological site 
known for having the largest American Pyramids, 
the Pyramid of the Sun and the Moon as well as 
the Pyramid of the Feathered Dragon. Covid-rules 
permitting, we’ll climb a pyramid! In the late 
afternoon we’ll return to Mexico City together.

midday we will enjoy a guided tour of the histori-
cal center on which we will explore the history of 
Mexico City, from its pre-hispanic times and up 
through the modern day. In the late afternoon we 
will go back to our hotel and freshen up for dinner.
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Wednesday, March 23
Pachuca - Grutas de Tolantongo
Following breakfast we will depart for the world-fa-
mous caves of Tolantongo. On our way we will stop 
to visit the beautiful and very old convent of 
Actopan. Here we will celebrate Mass.

Some history: Immediately after the Conquest, the 
Spanish set about the task  of introducing Spanish 
culture, customs, and religion to the native popula-
tions in New Spain (a Spanish colony that 
comprised what is now parts of the Caribbean, 
Mexico, Central America, and the south western 
United States up to northern California). Three 
different monastic orders arrived in New Spain to 
help convert indigenous populations: the Francis-
cans in 1524, Dominicans in 1526, and Augustini-
ans in 1533. All three monastic orders were mendi-
cants (monks who had taken vows of poverty). The 
orders directed the construction of conventos 
where they would simultaneously celebrate the 
triumphs of Christianity and seek to destroy pagan 
practices. This process was supported by the 
construction of elaborate decorative schemes—of-
ten murals—that could visually express the word of 
God. We will visit one of the most important 
Convents: the Convent of Actopan with its magnifi-
cent original frescos.

Following Mass and tour in Actopan, we will contin-
ue onto Tolantongo where we will enjoy a light 
lunch followed by an afternoon at the caves and 
their thermal baths! Tolantonga is literally a 
mountainside natural bath complex, complete with 
natural infinity pools surrounded by amazing 
nature. Have fun! In the late afternoon we’ll return 
to Pachuca for dinner and overnight at the hotel.

ITINERARY CONTINUED

After breakfast we will depart for an exciting day in 
El Cedro, Mexico’s most beautiful natural reserve 
area, and one of the oldest parks in the country! 
Here we will enjoy some outdoor activities: boating, 
horseback riding and hiking! In the afternoon we 
will then depart for Real del Monte, a little “Mexican 
Magic Town” known for its picturesque streets and 
interesting historical background. But with its 
architecture, heritage of silver mining and meat 
pastries, it is also a little slice of Cornwall, a region 
in the southwest of England.

Some history: The silver mines surrounding Real del 
Monte were the source of more than half the silver 
produced during the 300 years that Spain ruled 
Mexico (1521–1821). By 1824, however, they were 
in bad condition, and were bought by a group of 
English investors. To get the mines working again, 
the investors formed the Company of the Gentle-
men Adventurers in the Mines of Real del Monte, 
and recruited more than 130 miners and engineers 
from Cornwall. Today the industrial and cultural 
heritage inherited from Cornish families is signifi-
cant and much appreciated in the region. Many 
local residents are proud to have English surnames 
such as Rule or Ludlow, and Cornish pasties are 
considered their “national” dish. To produce them, 
the men and women who crossed the Atlantic to 
work in the silver mines brought with them turnips, 
then unknown in Mexico. In the little streets of 
Pachuca and Real del Monte the “paste” shops are 
now numerous. The English also introduced football 
to Mexico. The first game was played in 1900 by the 
Cornish miners who founded the Pachuca Athletic 
Club, Mexico’s first football club. In the 1930s 
Alfred C. Crowle, who emigrated from Cornwall to 
work in the mines, became the manager of the 
Mexican national football team.

We will visit a mine, taste the “pastes” and tour the 
town on nice trolleybuses. And maybe we could 
arrange to play a football match on site? We will end 
the day with a little theatre performance of history 
and legends told by local actors for you. Dinner and 
last overnight in Pachuca.

Thursday, March 24
Pachuca - El Cedral - 
Real del Monte After breakfast we will return to Mexico City. On 

arrival we will visit the floating gardens of the 
southern neighborhood of Xochimilco, where we 
will enjoy a typical boat ride (a trajinera) along the 
canals. After the ride we will continue to the 
neighborhood of Coyoacán for lunch and a tour of 
the historic district. While in Coyoacán we will visit 
the church of St. John the Baptist, originally 
constructed as a Dominican Monastery and eventu-
ally changed to a Franciscan Monastery. This 
stunning piece of architecture has an interior 
containing seven chapels, as well as an altar piece 
that dates back to the seventeenth century. Here we 
will celebrate Mass. There will then be time to stroll 
around, enjoy the famous ice cream of Coyoacán 
and return to the hotel for dinner. We’ll then all 
depart to get our Rapid Antigen Tests required to 
return to the USA. It’s then back to the hotel for a 
farewell dinner together!

Friday, March 25
Pachuca - Xochimilco - Mexico City

Today we return to the USA. Private buses will bring 
each group directly to the airport. The Minneapolis 
group will depart Mexico City on American Airlines 
flight 346 at 6:40 AM and arrive in Dallas Fort Worth 
at 10:40 AM. After a brief layover they’ll then 
American Airlines flight 2104, with scheduled 
departure at 2:04 PM and arrival in Minneapolis at 
5:01 PM. The Chicago group will depart Mexico City 
on United Airlines at 1:40 PM and arrive in Chicago 
at 6:48 PM.

Saturday, March 26
Departure for the USA

lunch in the beautiful town of Tlaxcala followed by 
some time to enjoy the town. We will see Tlaxcala’s 
Government Palace (El Palacio de Gobierno de 
Tlaxcala) which boasts a number of spectacular, 
well-preserved murals and its Cathedral. We will 
then depart for Pachuca, found in the State of 
Hidalgo, where we will check in at the four star 
Hotel Emily. Upon arrival we will check in and have 
dinner, followed by an evening stroll of the histori-
cal center.
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$2500.00/per person
Cost

$100.00 - Due at Registration
$2400.00 - Due January 21, 2022

Payment Schedule

Any personal expenses
Any drinks during included meals other than water
Trip Insurance (Available for purchase through ProRome)

Price Includes

Price Does Not Include

Round-trip airfare in economy class on United Airlines (ORD Group) or American Airlines (MSP Group)
One carry-on and one personal item
Eight nights accommodation (Double Room Occupancy) at deluxe three and four star hotels throughout
Private tour director throughout the course of the trip
Professional qualified English-speaking guide for all visits according to the above itinerary
Tours and all entry-ticket prices
Daily breakfast, lunch and dinner (without choice of menus)
Water at meals
Deluxe a/c coach throughout the tour for all transfers and visits according to the above itinerary
Audio guiding system
All tips or suggested gratuities ($200.00 value)

$400.00 Surcharge
Single Occupancy Room


