Catholic Portugal And The Caminho Português
Join us on the Pilgrimage of a Lifetime through
Portugal and the Camino de Santiago

With Spiritual Director Father David Mott, OP, of St. Thomas
Aquinas University Parish in Charlottesville, Virginia

OCTOBER 3 - 17, 2022
$3740.00, AIR-INCLUSIVE FROM IAD
For more information or to register please
visit https://prorometours.com/portugal-camino or
contact ProRome Tours at office@prorome.com or at (434) 953 1112

Monday 3 October - Departure from USA
Today our flight Lufthansa 419 departs Washington Dulles for Frankfurt
at 6:10 PM.

Tuesday 4 October
Arrive Lisbon, transfer to Fátima
At 8:10 AM we touch down in Frankfurt - welcome to Europe! We’ll then
enjoy a leisurely morning at the airport before boarding Lufthansa
flight 1168 for Lisbon. Departure is at 1:15 PM, with arrival scheduled
for 3:15 PM.
Upon arrival we will collect our luggage and then be met by our tour
director and private coach. We’ll then depart immediately for Fátima.
Upon arrival we will check in at the four-star Hotel Aurea, a lovely hotel
just a stone’s throw from the shrine. We will then enjoy a welcome
dinner followed by a candle-lit rosary procession at the shrine.

Wednesday 5 October
Depart Fátima for Vigo, Spain
Today we will enter into the lives and incredible story of the three
shepherd children, Lucia Dos Santos, and her cousins Francisco and
Jacinta Marto. Our guide here will be Sister Stella Guza, an American
sister living in a convent in Fátima for more than twenty years. Sister
Stella is an incredible testament of how Fátima can shape the lives of
those who respond to Our Lady’s calls for prayer and reparation.
Our day begins with Mass at the Little Chapel of the Apparitions. We
will then visit the Basilica and the tombs of Francesco, Jacinta and
Lucia. We will go to the hamlet of Aljustrel, where the childrenlived,
and Valinhos, the site of Our Lady’s appearance after the children were
freed from being held prisoners by the civil authorities.
Following lunch we will check out of our hotel and depart for Vigo, the
largest city in the Spanish region of Galicia and about three hours from
Fátima. Found on the Caminho Português (the Portuguese Way of St.
James), this is one of the traditional starting points for those walking to
the tomb of St. James from the south. Upon arrival we will check in at
our hotel (TBD) followed by free time for dinner.

Thursday 6 October - Day in Vigo
Today we will enjoy a guided tour of the historic and maritime quarter
of Vigo, the so-called Cidade Vella. On this tour we will enjoy the
colorful and whimsical architectural styles of Vigo, uniquely Spanish in
character but also wholly its own. Along the way we will stop at the
Collegiate Church of Santa María, the co-Cathedral of the Diocese of
Tui-Vigo.
Neoclassical in style, this edifice is constructed on the remains of a
Gothic church burned down by the pirate Francis Drake. It was here, in
the atrium of the original church, that the Knights Templar - who once
governed this city - planted a great olive tree, thereby giving Vigo it’s
symbol and eventual nickname - Olívica City!

Following Mass in the Church of Santa María we’ll enjoy some free time
for lunch followed by a free afternoon. Don’t miss the Mercado da
Pedra, a fascinating place for buying and sampling Galician oysters. In
the evening we’ll rendezvous at the hotel for dinner and a briefing on
the following day.

Friday 7 October
Vigo to Redondela (9.4 Miles)
Our Camino begins in the central church of Santiago de Vigo, where we
will celebrate Mass before embarking. Five days and 100 kilometers sit
between us and the tomb of Saint James! Departing from Vigo we will
follow the Senda da Auga, a hiking path through a beautiful forest and
with panoramic views of the Vigo estuary. We’ll then make our way
through the outlying neighborhoods of Vigo before joining the main
inland route to Redondela. From there it's only a few miles to the
“Village of the Viaducts”, Redondela! Upon arrival we will check in at
our hotel (TBD) and then enjoy some free time for dinner.

Saturday 8 October
Redondela to Pontevedra (12 Miles)
Leaving Redondela, we will cross the Roman bridge of Ponte Sampaio,
known for the battle that the locals here waged against the Napoleonic
forces and in which the French army was defeated. After a beautiful
walk through the country we will eventually arrive at the hill of A
Canicouva, one of the more challenging legs of our journey! After a few
kilometers uphill we’ll finally crest the hill and sail down into Pontevedra! Here we will check in at our hotel (TBD) before departing for the
church of the Virgin Pilgrim, one of the most beautiful churches found
anywhere in Spain! Here we will celebrate Mass before enjoying a free
evening for dinner.

Sunday 9 October
Pontevedra to Caldas de Rei (13 Miles)
As we leave Pontevedra behind we will say goodbye to the gorgeous sea
views that have been with us along the Coastal Camino. Indeed, once
we cross the Ponte do Burgo bridge our Camino will become an inland
route up to Santiago de Compostela. The scenery changes, but it is
always stunning, as this route is known for its eucalyptus forests and
running streams. We’ll eventually arrive in Caldas de Reis, known for its
thermal waters and used since Roman times! We’ll even have time to
enjoy the baths ourselves before meeting together for Mass and dinner
in the evening!

Monday 10 October
Caldas de Rei to Padron (11.5 Miles)
Following Mass in Caldas de Rei we’re off to Padrón, known for its
illustrious writers Camilo José Cela and Rosalía de Castro, but even
more known for its famous peppers, the Pimientos de Padrón (Padrón
peppers). Upon arrival we will check in at our hotel (TBD) and then
enjoy some free time for dinner. Do not forget to try the Padrón peppers,
but be careful, some are spicier than others!
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Tuesday 11 October
Padron to Santiago (14.9 Miles)
After about an hour’s walk we will arrive in the town of A Escravitude,
known for its beautiful Marian sanctuary and one of the last stops for
pilgrims on their way to Santiago. The path continues to climb towards
Santiago and we will soon see the towers of the cathedral. Entering the
historic center, declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, we will
enjoy the incredible stone architecture of the city. We’ll then complete
our pilgrimage in the Cathedral, where we will venerate the tomb of the
Apostle James! We will then have Mass in the Cathedral and then
check-in at our hotel (TBD). After freshening up feel free to relax or
venture out into Santiago for some incredible food! The evening is free.

Wednesday 12 October - Santiago
Today we will tour the Cathedral which was built over the remains of St.
James more than a thousand years ago. The magnificent Baroque
facade draws the weary pilgrim inside only to discover the original
Romanesque interior, richly decorated through the centuries in honor
of God and His Saints, most especially the Apostle James. We will then
have Mass in a private chapel. After Mass everyone is free for the
afternoon to enjoy lunch and siesta. At 4:00 PM we will meet again and
visit the Cathedral rooftops for a great view of the sun going down over
the city. We'll then enjoy a free evening!

Thursday 13 October - Braga, Porto
After breakfast we depart for Porto. Before arriving in Porto, however,
we will stop in what is known as the “Portuguese Rome” - Braga. A 2.5
hour drive from Santiago, we will arrive before noon. Upon arrival we
will visit the famous Bom Jesus Do Monte Sanctuary for Mass and
lunch. Following lunch we’re off to Porto. This two-hour drive will take
you through incredible mountains and countryside of Portugal. Upon
arrival in Porto we will check-in at our three-star hotel (TBD), followed
by free time for dinner.

Friday 14 October - Porto
Our day in Porto begins with Mass in the Cathedral, a Romanesque
building where the city of Porto was born. We’ll then explore the
interior of the church and the surrounding square on a guided tour. The
tour then continues onto the famous Aliados Avenue, known for the
façades of the buildings that surround it.

The gray tones of this huge avenue will surprise you: there is a picture
to be taken everywhere you look! One of the main attractions in Porto is
the São Bento Railway Station, covered in more than twenty thousand
painted tiles that tell the story of Portugal! We’ll then duck into a wine
cellar for a Port wine tasting, where we will learn all about the process
behind the conception of this wine, so enjoyed all over the world. Our
day then concludes with a panoramic and relaxing cruise along the
Douro river, where we will marvel at the six bridges of Porto and the
city’s incredible beauty from the river!

Saturday 15 October - Coimbra, Lisbon
After breakfast we will depart for Lisbon, the capital of Portugal and
one of the most beautiful cities found anywhere in the world! On the
way there we will stop in Coimbra, home to Portugal’s oldest university.
It is also where St. Anthony lived and was introduced to Franciscan
spirituality and tradition - and where Sister Lúcia lived at the Carmelite
convent. After visiting these sites we will enjoy free time for lunch.
Following lunch we will visit the incredible baroque Monastery of Santa
Clara-a-Nova, where Queen Saint Elizabeth of Portugal is buried. Here
we celebrate Mass near her tomb. Following our time in Coimbra we
will depart for Lisbon where we will check-in at our three-star hotel
(TBD). We’ll then enjoy free time for dinner.

Sunday 16 October - Lisbon
Today we will enjoy a comprehensive tour of Lisbon. First stop? The St.
António Chapel, built on the site of Saint Anthony’s birthplace! Here we
will celebrate Mass followed by free lunch. After lunch we will tour the
culturally rich Belém quarter where we will visit the Jeronimos Monastery for a private tour. We'll then enjoy a free afternoon together before
rendezvousing for our farewell dinner together at the hotel.

Monday, October 17
Today we’ll depart for the airport at 5:30 AM. Our flight Lufthansa 1173
is scheduled to depart for Frankfurt at 7:30 AM, with scheduled arrival
at 11:30 AM. We’ll then enjoy a brief layover before boarding Lufthansa
flight 418 for Washington Dulles with scheduled departure at 1:10 PM.
At 4:00 PM we arrive in Virginia. Welcome home!
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Cost
$3740.00/per person

Single Occupancy Room
$790.00 Surcharge

Payment Schedule
$200.00 - Due at Registration
$1770.00 - Due May 15, 2022
$1770.00 - Due June 15, 2022

Price Includes
Roundtrip airfare on Lufthansa in economy class with luggage
One night lodging in Fatima, four-star hotel
Two nights lodging in Santiago, four-star hotel
Two nights lodging in Porto, three-star hotel
Two nights lodging in Lisbon, three-star hotel
Six nights accommodation in hotels and rural houses, all rooms with private bathrooms
throughout the Camino
Vehicle in case of emergency on Camino
Luggage transfer on Camino
Private motor-coach transportation throughout except during the Camino
ProRome tour director - will meet group at airport in Lisbon
Daily breakfast throughout the trip
Welcome dinner in Fátima
Farewell dinner in Lisbon
All Gratuities for driver and tour director

Price Excludes
Daily lunch
Daily dinner (except the welcome dinner and the farewell dinner)
Travel Insurance (available for purchase through ProRome)

prorome

